Blue Satins

By Terry Schisler, Ellsworth, OH

| got interested in rabbits back in 1980 when | \kadping a
friend with her rabbits in 4-H. At that time shedraRed Satin. |
enjoy working with the 4-H youth who are interestedabbits.
They seem to like the Satin rabbit for their projeat most of
the ones that they have or have seen are the Bladkthe
Broken. They haven't seen many of the Blue variety. to help
as many of them as | can get started with a Blustatted
showing Reds back in 1982 and then switched td@alans. | bought my first Blue from Mike D' Amida 1986,
and it was love at first sight. | got my next pafiBlues from Walt and Shirley Miller. When | stadtwith the Blues
there weren't too many around. Most of my firsgoval Blues came out of Black litters. They stitea't a real
popular color, but the numbers are starting to camat the shows.

| don't have a lot of room for my rabbits. The dntern | have sets behind our garage and holdst&holes.
Eight of those holes are doe and litter cages lsave to keep an eye on how many | breed at one titnave to
clean house every now and then just to make roonth®ones | want to keep from those litters. Ikepproxi-
mately three bucks to use on my does. | do a lan @reeding and line breeding. | have been bregpdirly Blues
together for quite a few years. Everything thathdw was born and raised in my barn. Occasionalwilllbring in

an outside buck. | have a large Black buck thatlusing now hoping to improve the quality of my &du Lt. has
been a real challenge to me trying to improve the&

When my litters are around ten weeks old | willtgmugh them and separate any that have any difiga@bns. In
about another two weeks | will go through the rammg rabbits and place them into their own cagem&ames
there are some of these remaining rabbits thall cull. At this time | will tattoo all the rabbitthat | want to keep.

The Standard says that the Satin fur should be fiease and have a nice sheen! If you have a Batehs these
three things along with a good body type then yaveha good start. Sometimes the fur color on the8tan range
from light to dark. | prefer to keep a Blue thairisthe medium to dark color range as long as ét the body type
that I'm looking for. | prefer the darker color BRibut have had some real nice Blues with a liglger color than |

like. There have been times that | will even g8iue that has a real light undercoat almost whiitese to cull these
from my litters but found that as they grew oldee tighter undercoat would turn darker. I've nelvad one that
stayed lighter.

The eye color on the Blues should be a blue/grajate had some with real light, blue/gray eyes.aveh
occasionally bred by Blues with Blacks but you hawvevatch, that the eyes don't get a brown cdsive seen a lot
of rabbits sent off of the show table because @fwhong color of the eyes and toenails.

The Blue should have toenails as dark as possihkeve a couple of Blue Brokens that | am startmmgreed with
so | will have to keep a close eye on the toermailsy Blues.

| feed approximately five to six 0z. of 18% prot&abbit Pellets daily. When | first started wittblbés | fed more
than this, and | ended up with my does having Vkyby shoulders. | finally cut back and this ambisnwhat |
found that works best for me. A couple days a weeelll also feed a mixture of sunflower seeds aradsp only
about | teaspoon. | feel that the sunflower seébedps with the natural sheen of the Satin fur.

| really enjoy showing my Blues but you don't segymany of them winning B.O.B. | think that | wallways
remember the best win | had was in Tampa, Flomda990 when | won B.O.S. with a Blue junior budkalBlue
could win a few more shows like that then they riggcome just as popular as some of the othertiesie



My goal has been to try to improve the Blues ashragpossible and to see a Blue win Best in Shawjdy all the
help that | get from other breeders and | hopetorsore Blues on the table in the near futurevé lejoyed the
challenge of raising and showing a variety that natsvery popular but is becoming so more and nifs@mu’re
just getting into raising rabbits and you have emohe Satin breed then | invite you to give theeBla try.



