Broken Satins

By Randy Shumaker, Sanger, CA

In the late 1970's and early 1980's, when | wasvsigp Rex
exclusively, | had little knowledge of or exposuwoeSatins. The
only time | even noticed them was when Dave and lfayser,
who had been winning a lot in Indiana, would putome of their
beautiful Coppers for Best in Show. While thesenats were
always one of the most striking on the table, Satwere just not
something | was interested in raising. That allnged when |
attended my first ARBA Convention in Houston in 598

Sometime before 1985 | had quit raising Rex and ateending the Houston convention possibly looKimga new
breed. | had heard that Broken Satins were in tiiveéd year as a presentation variety. Brokens vadvways my
favorite variety of Rex so | was curious about thésw variety of Satins and decided to check thein \hile in
Houston | met Al Lunde. We looked at several Brakancluding the ones that won BOV and BOSV. Frdw t
moment | first saw a Broken Black | thought theyrevéhe most attractive and appealing of all rabhitd remain
my favorite to this day.

Unfortunately all Al had left to sell was a Blackalbut he graciously agreed to breed her to aBino&en buck.
She kindled and included in her litter were threek®n Blacks! Later in the convention Satins wegwpraved for
their third and final showing and would become ibligjfor competition February 1, 1986. | couldnaitio get my
first three Brokens to the table!

The success, and to an even greater degree thigygoalBrokens was assured almost immediately. efigmced
breeders from around the country had been bredgiiogens for some time before their final showingstlthree
months after their eligibility, tbe National Sashow was held in Bloomington, lllinois. Brokens wehe second
largest variety with 90 shown and Jim Wahls' Sebioe won Best Opposite Sex of Breed! This was oméyfirst

of two Best Opposite Sexes and four Best of Bréeden years of national competition. Only Whites/é won
more during the same period at Nation_ Satin Shamg$ AREA Conventions. At all but one of these shows
Brokens have also had the second most entriesLdimon's sweepstakes data shows that for the lastyBars
Brokens have been second to Whites in the follovemiggories: total shown, average shown per shampar of
Best of Breed wins and number of Best Oppositevdas.

During the first ten years of national competititiere have been twenty different exhibitors witeita Best or
Best Opposite of Variety Broken. Following is a quete list of winning exhibitors and numbers shoguring
these first ten years.

Breeding Brokens

A lot has already been written about breeding Bnsk Al Lunde has written several articles thatehappeared
over the years. Brian Sawchuk wrote a very goadlartovering the basics of Broken genetics thaeaped in the
July-August 1991 issue of the "Satin News." JaakyEd's article for the last edition of the guidebeows excellent
and covered the history, genetics and exhibitioBafkens. Before | go any further | must say | anffom an
expert on genetics. | would, however, like to reltd you some of my past experiences and the direttam

currently trying to go with my Broken breeding prag.

When | was first breeding for Brokens my main gwak to get the highest percentage of show ableasimknew
that if | bred a "charlie" Broken to a solid | wduyet all showable Brokens. However, finding a gbchrlie” is
fairly difficult since most breeders do not saverthand raising a good one can also take some Tiheenext best
option, and the most-commonly recommended, wasdedBrokens to solids of the same variety. This/ed to



be successful and was the combination | used alexa$tsively for the first few years. Usually htig litters were
showable Brokens and the other half solids. Manthege solids did very well on the show table. his tlay, |
almost never breed Black to Black or Chin to Chitids. | maintain these solid brood animals to hetpduce
Brokens, my main goal.

At some point | became dissatisfied with raisingf flshowable" Brokens. The improvements made fremegation

to generation were insignificant, particularly etarea of fur. Most of the Blacks | had seen mexdhhad a thinner,
coarser coat than it was going to take to win Big.continually breeding Brokens to these solid alsnimproving

the fur was very difficult.

During this same period of time | was also raisiNyites. The quality of my Whites in both fur ang¢ywas
significantly better than my Brokens. | decidedtityp some White to Broken crosses. | would only dr&ghite
bucks to Broken Black does. | did not want to fienay White does raising colored rabbits. This croghite bucks
to Broken Black does, has accounted for about 768eo0Brokens | have put on the table in: the &zsteral years.
This includes all three of my Best of Breeds argbdest of Variety Black, Blue, Chin and Brokend\ational
Shows and ARBA Conventions. Most of these successge due to a significant improvement in fur. Also
interesting, was the fact that the color of thecRJa&Chin and Blue was very good.

Obviously, the background of the particular Whitesd Brokens you cross is significant to the outcarh¢he

litters. All White (albino) animals carry two res®ge albino genes that suppress the display oatheal color that
the rabbit carries. | feel that most White Satimsljke a lot of other breeds with white varietieasry the genetic
tendencies for Black and Chin Satins. When breBrtiken Blacks that do not carry the albino gene,dhtcome
will be the same as if you bred Broken to soliéttheing 50% solid and 50% Broken. However, ifBneken does
carry an albino gene, the resulting litters shdagdb0% White. It is for this reason | have triedtdy breed Whites
to Broken Blacks that do not carry an albino geBmken offspring from these crosses can then bd beek to
solid Blacks.

A common misconception concerning the above scenaWhites will be responsible for scattered wihiggrs or
white spots, white nails, light eyes or light fquetds when bred to solids or Brokens. This is sinmglt/true. The
double albino gene can only be responsible forra pihite rabbit. The modifying genes responsibletfie faults
and disqualifications listed above come only frdra inhibited color genes the albino genes are ssgsprg. You
may experience a certain degree of these probleimes wreeding to Whites. This is only because thaye mot
been bred out of the colored animals in the baakupimf the Whites since they would not be expressidously,
because they are white.

In ten years of raising Broken Satins | have nabhealose to experiencing all of the possibilitiekis is what
makes Brokens so appealing. | have, however, toigilve you a little insight to my experiences witiis most
intriguing variety. Solid to Broken crosses of g@amne variety remain the most common and most recoded,
especially to the beginner. Whatever path you chdosake will probably have a few bumps and tdousI'm quite
sure you will find your experiences with the Satinewest variety most rewarding and challengingd@lock!



